CASE STUDY 1 - THE HALL BROTHERS
The Hall brothers did well out market gardening, but only took it up in middle age. Having moved
from Dumbleton to Badsey in the 1840s as children, they either followed their father into the shoemaking profession or became farm labourers. By the end of the 19th century, all three brothers were
all market gardeners and were able to afford to buy their own plot of land on which to build a house.
Theodore James Hall (1845-1923) lived at Bredon View, the present-day number 11 Willersey
Road.

The Field Book entry for Bredon View, inspected on 24th October 1912, valued at £400.

The census return, taken 18 months earlier, shows Theodore living there with his wife, Jane.

Charles Hall (1839-1911) lived at Homeleigh, the present-day number 5 Willersey Road. Charles
had died in January 1911. His name had been entered in the Valuation Book which was prepared in
1910 and was the name which the inspector wrote in the Field Book. Charles’ property was the very
first to be inspected in Badsey, the necessity being to sort out the Estate Duty. By the time that the
provisional valuation was approved on 23rd August 1911, the owner has been put as George Ash of
Leeds. George is not thought to have been related. The 1911 census describes George as “Home
Missionary in connection with Society of Friends”. George had lived for a time in Evesham and it is
possible that Charles had got to know him then. Charles did not have any children, so presumably
decided to leave his property to a friend.

The Field Book entry for Homeleigh, inspected on 10th July 1911.

The census return, taken three months earlier, showing PC Frederick Hill and family living there. Following
Charles’ death, the house was let out to the police force who were described as “careful tenants”.

Mrs Eliza Hall (1854-1934), widow of Owen Joseph Hall (1849-1899), lived in between her
brothers-in-law at Auburn Villa, the present-day number 7 Willersey Road.

The Field Book entry for Auburn Villa, inspected on 23rd October 1912.

The census return, taken 18 months earlier, shows Eliza living there with seven of her children.

