Correspondence between Avril Thompson and Maureen Spinks about 
the Taylor and Wilson families in Badsey

----- Original Message ----- 

From: avril74.thompson@btinternet.com 

To: history@badsey.net 

Sent: Friday, March 31, 2006 9:18 AM 

Subject: Wilson 

Hi 

I am trying to tie a Sarah Amelia Wilson Daughter of Edward Wilson and Sarah Roberts Taylor of Badsey to my Tree. 

I believe Sarah Amelia Wilson married Alfred Walter Carter a Schoolmaster in 1871. 

There are two children Beatrice Matilda Carter and Giles Walter Alfred Carter. 

These children remained in Badsey with members of the Wilson family. 

I have the Carter family on the 1881 census which would seem to tie it in to the Wilson family of Badsey. 

I have a birth certificate of a Mary Taylor (One of twins) born 1882 in Lydney. 

Father Edwin Taylor and Sarah Amelia Taylor late Carter nee Wilson. 

I can confirm these as my family. 

A family story is that Sarah Amelia was dis-owned by her family for marrying Edwin Tayor. 

I cannot find Alfred Carter after 1881 and no Death 

I cannot fin Sarah Amelia Carter after 1881 and no Death. 

I cannot find a marriage of Sarah Amelia Carter/Wilson to Edwin Taylor 

I have the Taylor family in Cardiff on the 1891 all fits to the known facts apart from the birth place of Sarah Amelia. 

The writing is bad and it could be anything? 

There is something that makes it all possible. 

Edwin Taylor and family is living next door the Wilson family in 1871. 

1871 Census New Inn Longford St Catherine Gloucestershire
Edward Wilson abt 1820 Barley, Worcestershire, England Head Inn Keeper
Elizabeth Wilson abt 1832 Worton, Wiltshire, England Wife 
Edward G Wilson abt 1856 Cleeve Prior, Worcestershire, England Son 
Charles Fitz Patrice abt 1841 Birmingham Servant 

1871 Census Tewkesbury Road Longford Gloucester
Edwin Taylor Head 51 Butler Gloucester
Mary Taylor Wife 51 Gloucester
Edith Taylor Daughter 20 Professor of Music Gloucester
Edwin Taylor Son 18 Upholsterer Gloucester
Thomas Taylor Son 16 Letter Sorter Gloucester
Mary Taylor Daughter 14 

I am beginning to think Sarah Amelia left her Husband and Children and went to live with Edwin Taylor. 

Have you any information on Sarah Amelia? 

Regards Avril 

From: Maureen Spinks 

To: avril74.thompson@btinternet.com 

Sent: Monday, April 03, 2006 8:08 AM 

Subject: Re: Wilson 

Hello Avril

What an exciting email! Welcome to a direct line in Badsey history going back to the mid 17th century and descent from the Lord of the Manor of Badsey. If you look on the home page of the Badsey website, you will see a photo in the top left-hand corner of a half-timbered building – that was where your Wilson ancestors lived for 250 years!

Now to confirm some details. Sarah Amelia Wilson was indeed the daughter of Edward Wilson (1820-1907), Lord of the Manor. The Wilsons had owned land and property in Badsey since the 17th century and were awarded more land when the Badsey Enclosure awards were made in 1815 (see Badsey Award Schedules and search on “Lord of the Manor” and “Edward Wilson” on the website). However, by the time that Sarah was born, the family had fallen on hard times. Edward’s father had died at the age of 37, their land and property kept being remortgaged, Badsey Manor was let out to tenants, and eventually the whole lot was put up for sale in 1866 (see 1866 auction details on the website).

Edward Wilson seems to have been constantly on the move. Having married 18-year-old Sarah Roberts Taylor at Badsey in 1848, he lived for a short time in Badsey where his first-born son, Edward, was born in December 1849, but Edward died at just six days old. By 1851, Edward and Sarah were living at 3 Victoria Terrace, Hockley, St George, Birmingham; Edward was described as a Land and House Proprietor. Sarah Amelia, was born about 1852, but it is not certain where she was born - the 1861 census says Cleeve Prior, the 1871 census says Horndon, the 1881 census says Auden; the only thing they agree on is that the county is Worcestershire (there is no such place as Horndon or Auden in Worcestershire, and the only thing I can think of is that both are a corruption of Aldington, a hamlet within the ecclesiastical parish of Badsey, and which used to be known as Aunton). In 1855, Edward and Sarah had another son, Edward Joseph (sometimes appearing as Joseph Edward), by which time they were at Cleeve Prior; Sarah Wilson died at Cleeve Prior in November 1856, and was buried at Badsey. In 1861, widower Edward was living at 19 Kingston Place, Cheltenham with his two young children, Edward and Sarah; he was described as a landed proprietor. By 1866, when his land in Badsey was sold, he was living at 4 Rosslyn Villas, Cheltenham.

By 1871 he had married again, to Elizabeth Potter in 1862, and was living at Longford St Catherine, Gloucestershire. He was described as an Innkeeper at The New Inn; his 15-year-old son, Edward, also lived there. Sarah Amelia, meanwhile, was staying with John and Jane Nind and family (formerly of Wickhamford Manor) at Beckford. She was listed as a visitor and her occupation as housekeeper, but it is not known if she was staying for a long time with the Ninds and acting as housekeeper for them. It is likely, however, that Jane Nind was a relative via Sarah’s mother, Sarah Roberts Taylor, who had been born at Wickhamford in 1830, the daughter of Joseph and Amelia Taylor. Jane Nind had been born Jane Taylor in about 1833, the daughter of Samuel and Ann Taylor.

Elizabeth Wilson died some time in the 1870s and Edward then married Ann Kate Holland in 1878. By 1881, Edward and his third wife, Ann, were back living at The Manor House, Badsey, but appear to have sub-let part of the Manor to the Keyte family (interestingly, Clara Keyte’s mother was also staying with them, and she was called Louisa Carter). Edward Wilson was described as a retired publican. Ann died at the Manor House, Badsey, in December 1885. Keeping up the family tradition of marrying several times, 69-year-old Edward, Lord of the Manor, married Emma Knight in 1889. By 1891, Edward and his fourth wife, Emma, were living at The Manor, together with his son, Edward, daughter-in-law, Emma, and their children, Minnie and Edward.

Your story about Sarah Amelia being disowned by her family is fascinating. From the report which appeared in the Parish magazine on the death of her daughter, Beatrice, in 1908 (see attached), it would appear that Beatrice spent a lot of time in Badsey. She certainly appears as living at the Manor in 1891. Alfred Carter is also in Badsey, working as a Gardener’s Labourer. In 1901 he was staying at the Manor, and Beatrice would appear to be in London.

Now that we have established that your Badsey credentials, you should have hours of fun trying to work out the Wilson family tree from the information on the Badsey website. A couple of tips for you to remember: most of the Wilson Lords of the Manor seemed to marry more than once, and they all had to have a son Edward (so if one died, they’d keep going until they got one who survived!). I think I’ve managed to work it out more or less, so if you get stuck, please get in contact.

You may also be interested to know that the Wilsons feature in both our Badsey Society publications (details of how to order on the Badsey website). Sarah Amelia’s sister-in-law, Emma Wilson (wife of Edward Joseph) was the caretaker and cleaner of Badsey School for over 40 years. One old man in his 90s who remembers her said, “And to think they used to own all that big Manor and now she’s the cleaner.” There are still people in the village who remember both her and her youngest son, Tom, who lived in Badsey all his life.

Inevitably all this throws up a lot more questions and so if you have any answers to these, I’d be most grateful:

· The Keytes and Carters were living in part of the Manor in 1881. Was it just a coincidence that someone by the name of Carter lived there, or was there some kind of family connection with Edwin Wilson’s son-in-law, Walter Alfred Carter? The Keytes and Carters were from Childswickham, Gloucestershire, a village just four miles from Badsey, and I have not yet found a connection with Sarah Amelia’s husband. 

· Have you looked for a death of a Walter Carter as well as an Alfred Carter? 

· Which Edwin did Sarah marry? Was it Edwin the father or Edwin the son? I’m rather assuming it might be Edwin the father, as from what I can see from the 1881 and 1901 census, it seems as though Edwin the son was a butcher still living in Gloucester. 

· Could you give me details of the 1891 census for Sarah in Cardiff, please. 

· It looks as though Mary Taylor may have been a housemaid in St Mary’s parish, Glamorganshire, in 1901. Is that correct? 

· Where was Sarah Amelia in 1901? 

· Do you think it’s just a coincidence of a fairly common surname of Taylor, or do you think there may have been a family connection which brought the impoverished Edward Wilson to be an Innkeeper in Longford next-door to the Taylors? 

· According to Edward Wilson’s obituary in 1907, he left one son. Was Sarah definitely dead by then, or just cut off?! 

· Who was Edward Hughes of Norton mentioned in the newspaper obituary? From the 1881 and 1901 census, it would appear that he was born at Norton (not far from either Badsey or Cleeve Prior) about 1859. A love-child – or am I reading too much into this?!

Looking forward to hearing from you again. 

Maureen Spinks 

Maureen 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: avril74.thompson@btinternet.com 

To: Maureen Spinks 

Sent: Monday, April 03, 2006 7:34 PM 

Subject: Re: Wilson 

Hi Maureen 

Thank you very much for the information. 

It has been very difficult with the Taylor side of my family. 

There are lots of problems with tying up the Sarah Amelia Wilson of Badsey with mine. 

We know for sure that Edwin Taylor and Sarah Amelia Wilson\Carter had twin Daughters born November 15, 1882 Purton Lydney Gloucestershire. (Mary and Edith) (Certificate) 

Edith died as a child. 

Edwin was an Innkeeper. 

I have found a good match for the Carter family on the 1881. 

No good match for Edwin? 

The family on the 1891 Census in Cardiff has to be my family but there is problems. 

We have sent for the Birth certificate of Edith the other Twin. 

It does look as if Edwin never married Sarah Amelia at least no Marriage can be found. 

We have a birth of one of the later children another Edith April 21, 1886 Cardiff (Family source) cannot match this birth either. 

I have put all the information I have on the attached Adobe documment. 

I have the Death certificate of Sarah Amelia. 

Best Wishes Avril 

